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The Achaian Script 

The Achaian script is a syllabary that has unique forms for consonants followed by long 
and short vowels. This means that each consonant has ten different shapes depending on 
the vowels that come after it. To illustrate what the vowels look like, I’ll show you the 
vowels with the empty consonant below: 

When occurring with a consonant, the space inside the glyph is modified. The vowel itself 
provides the major frame for each character. An example is shown below with the 
consonant [z]: 

SEQUENCE GLYPH VALUE KEYSTROKE(S)

A ! [a] a

AA " [aː] aa

E # [ɛ] e

EE $ [e] ee

I % [i] i

II & [iː] ii

O ' [ɔ] o

OO & [o] oo

U ( [u] u

UU ) [uː] uu

SEQUENCE GLYPH VALUE KEYSTROKE(S)

ZA * [za] za

ZAA + [zaː] zaa

ZE , [zɛ] ze

ZEE - [ze] zee

ZI . [zi] zi

ZII / [ziː] zii

ZO 0 [zɔ] zo

ZOO / [zo] zoo

SEQUENCE
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Below is a table showing all the consonant and vowel forms, including the empty 
consonant: 

ZU 1 [zu] zu

ZUU 2 [zuː] zuu

GLYPH VALUE KEYSTROKE(S)SEQUENCE

A AA E EE I II O OO U UU

— ! " # $ % 3 ' & ( )

B 4 5 6 7 8 9 : ; < =

D > ? @ A B C D E F G

F H I J K L M N O P Q

G R S T U V W X Y Z [

GH \ ] ^ _ ` a b c d e

K f g h i j k l m n o

KH p q r s t u v w x y

L z { | } ~ � � � � �

M � � � � � � � � � �

N � � � � � � � � � �

NG � � � � � � � �   ¡

P ¢ £ ¤ ¥ ¦ § ¨ © ª «

Q ¬  ® ¯ ° ± ² ³ ´ µ

R ¶ " · ¸ ¹ º » ¼ ½ ¾

S ¿ À Á Â Ã Ä Å Æ Ç È



Achaian Orthography Reference—David J. Peterson !3

Here are the numerals used in the Achaian script in their stand-alone forms: 

The unique thing about Achaian numerals is that they change their forms dynamically as 
you type them. Thus, one number (say, 342) won’t look like three of the glyphs above 
sitting next to one another, but rather one long glyph: 

ÉÊË 

This should look especially dramatic with very long numbers—something like 
1,728,493,016: 

ÌÍÎÏÊÐÑÒÓÔ 

T Õ Ö × Ø Ù Ú Û Ü Ý Þ

V ß à á â ã ä å æ ç è

Z * + , - . é 0 / 1 2

A AA E EE I II O OO U UU

ROMANIZED FORM ACHAIAN SCRIPT KEYSTROKE(S)

0 0 0

1 1 1

2 2 2

3 3 3

4 4 4

5 5 5

6 6 6

7 7 7

8 8 8

9 9 9
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Commas aren’t inserted between long numbers, but if you want to insert something in 
between the longer strings, any of the following characters will serve: 

All of the above are intended to be used with numerals. Here’s a numeral with some of 
those symbols inserted in random places: 

êÎÏÑÎ=ÏÎ-ÎÓÎÏ+ÏÎ⁄ÏÎÏÏ×ÏÎÓ÷ÎÑÊÍÎÍÓÍÎ±ÒÓÎÏÑÍì 

There are also a few punctuation marks that can be used in longer texts. They’re listed 
below: 

NAME ACHAIAN SCRIPT KEYSTROKE(S)

Hyphen - -

Plus + +

Multiplication Symbol × ×

Division Symbol ÷ ÷

Plus-Minus Symbol ± ±

Equal Symbol = =

Fraction Slash ⁄ ⁄

NAME ACHAIAN SCRIPT KEYSTROKE(S)

Period . .

Question Mark ? ?

Exclamation Point ! !

Comma , ,

Semi-Colon ; ;

Colon : :

NAME
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The overall effect of the script should be an impenetrable wall of complex text. No spaces 
should be used. Here’s an example of how I think it would best be used: 

!Cl~��hG§:�RD±,¹�È¹æ.h�(kr~!Ák. 
>dLsjLzj#kjf~s !%¨sj?>Ãf,!sdLj!fk?
Ãfj;!ÌÍÎÍÊÓÎÏÑÏÓÎÏÑÐÎÓÐÒËdfBfjs,%#.!%fjs,
Ã # ( ½ s . % s ¢ % s d f Ì Î Ï Ñ Ë j ! ) n ! f k d s l L j?
¿L!fB#(#¿rd.�h�)Û�¶»w(lz(d.!íÎÏî
)!mfBsfjfslfkjÌÎÑÍÍÎï!dLjsfj.!3(!r,
!%BÇr,!>ÌÎÊÎð;!%sjfj;!%djL:%!sjLÌÓÎÍË. 

To be sure the font is function properly, do the following test. With the font installed, open 
up a document or Photoshop file and type the number 5150. If the test is a success, the 
number will look like this: 

ñÓòó 

If the test fails, though, you will get four separate glyphs that look like this: 

5 1 5 0 

If you see that, ligatures aren’t functioning, and ligatures are crucial to the proper function 
of this font. Ensure that your program supports contextual ligatures, and if it does, be sure 
contextual ligatures are enabled. They should be enabled by default. 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at djpquery@gmail.com. Enjoy!

Dash — —

Parentheses (…) (…)

ACHAIAN SCRIPT KEYSTROKE(S)NAME
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